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In previous chapters, we encountered the notion of random assignment. Recall that random assignment occurs 
when an experimenter uses a random process, such as a random number generator, to put members of a sample 
in one of the experimental groups. We want to focus on the effects of the experimental groups on ratings of the 
morally questionable behaviors in the vignettes. You might know some people who would likely rate any such 
behavior as morally wrong. Other people you know will rate such behaviors far less harshly. Likewise, we have an 
experiment that involves looking at pictures of food. For people who haven’t eaten in a while, they might be 
affected by those pictures in ways that people who just ate may not be affected. The point is that through random 
assignment, we can help minimize such effects of these preexisting differences among members of the sample and 
focus on the effects of the experimental groups.

Figure 9.1 provides a visual depiction of this experiment.

Figure 9.1    Examples of Organic, Comfort, and Control Foods in Eskine’s (2012) Experiment
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After viewing one and only one type of food, participants then made their judgments about the morality of 
questionable behaviors.

Source: Materials in Eskine’s experiment


